
Dowling News
This Week…
    This week we tried to stay calm and in routine because of 

the excitement of Halloween!  It wasn’t easy!  I had plans to 

introduce character traits to the students, but I noticed we 

were having some difficulty with story elements (character, 

setting, problem, solution), so I switched up our plans and 

we worked on that!  We read Arthur’s Halloween and then 

did a little assessment with Mrs. Wishy Washy.  For some of 

us, this was very challenging.  Asking your child about the 

story elements when they read is a great idea!  These are 

common questions that are the basis for deeper 

understanding later.  Be sure to use the vocabulary when 

speaking with your child.  For example ask, “What is the 

setting of your story?” rather than, “Where are they in your 

story?”  

     In math, we finished up Unit 2 and will be having our 

assessment on Tuesday.  Review sheets will be sent home 

after we complete them on Monday.  We focused a lot on 

subtraction this week and began to solve problems using the 

terms, “how many more” and “how many fewer.”  

     In the next couple of weeks, we will be studying the 

origins of Thanksgiving and will discuss family customs and 

traditions.

 

Mystery Reader
Thank you to Lawson’s dad

 for being our Mystery Reader this week!     

We will have a Mystery Reader come to 

our classroom every week on Fridays from 

12:00-12:25.  Click here to view the invitation.

Click here to sign up via Google Form!
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When Your Child is Stuck on 

a Word
     We all know that when children are stuck on a word, our 

first instinct is to tell them to “sound it out.”  In school, we 

call this “finger spelling” or “stretchy snake.”  This is 

indeed a great strategy, but it doesn’t always work!  Our 

next instinct is to just tell them the word.  Before doing so 

the next time, I urge you to ask your child to give you the 

beginning sound first.  We call this, “Lips the Fish” because 

you get our lips ready for the first sound.  Then ask your 

child to use the picture clues, if they apply.  We call this 

“Eagle Eye.”  Finally, ask your child, “Does that make 

sense?”  We want our children to use strategies when stuck, 

rather than just relying upon us.  Always remember to give 

some waiting time too before reacting.  Let them think!

     

Chew Gum for the Day
      It’s here!  This is the coupon in our store that many 

kids have been waiting for!  I told them that not all 

parents are fans of gum and that is fine!  To purchase 

the coupon, I need to have parental permission.  If your 

child purchases the coupon, he or she can bring in a 

pack of gum any day and chew gum while inside our 

classroom.  Please click this link to grant or refuse 

permission.  Thank you!

https://goo.gl/forms/LshUqXVMlgEEe3be2

School Directory
If you would like to be part of the school 

directory, sponsored by the PTO, please use this 

link if you have not done so already.

https://goo.gl/forms/Tuuar8CjKnPNkwJr2

The last day to sign up for the directory is 

Friday, November 10th.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxHeBLa-sBGxXzVTMEcwRVRjdEk/view?usp=sharing
https://goo.gl/forms/uzw0Fi5JPkyN8qtq2
https://goo.gl/forms/LshUqXVMlgEEe3be2
https://goo.gl/forms/Tuuar8CjKnPNkwJr2

